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Research  on  Fish 
Conducted  in  South 


Preliminary  surveys  on  fish 
conservation  problems  have  been 
conducted  on  parts  of  the  Oldman 
River  drainage  system  in  south- 
ern Alberta  and  the  Red  Deer 
and  North  Saskatchewan  River 
systems  in  the  central  part  of  the 
Province  this  summer. 

These  surveys  have  been  con- 
ducted by  the  Fisheries  Branch, 
Department  of  Lands  and  Forests, 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  R.  B. 
Miller,  Zoology  Department,  Uni- 
versity of  Alberta,  for  the  past 
10  years.  ' 

Research  work  on  conservation 
problems  has  been  undertaken 
this  summer  at  the  research 
station  established  in  1950  m  the 
Sheep  River  district,  west  of 
Turner  Valley. 

The  station  is  dealing  with 
special  trout  propagation  prob- 
lems and  experiments  dealing 
with  the  success  of  trout  planting 
in  Alberta  waters.  The  station 
employs  two  students  from  the 
University  of  Alberta. 

Surveys  conducted  during  the 
past  decade  have  provided  much 
general  information  dealing  with 
the  broad  aspects  of  Alberta's 
main  watersheds  and  important 
lakes.  While  detailed  investiga- 
tions still  are  required  to  com- 
plete the  program,  several  guid- 
ing principles  of  fishery  manage- 
ment can  be  based  on  information 
revealed  in  conservation  studies. 


Use  of  Aircraft  In  Hunting 
Limited  By  New  Rules 

New  regulations  limiting  the  use  of  aircraft  in  hunting  expedi- 
tions have  been  put  into  effect  by  the  Game  Branch,  Department 
of  Lands  and  Forests. 

The  regulations  prohibit  anyone  from  operating  an  aircraft  for 
the  purpose  of  transporting  hunters  and  their  equipment  unless 
the  operator  has  been  granted  a  special  permit  by  the  Minister 
of  Lands  and  Forests.  However,  commercial  air  services  flying  on 
scheduled  routes  may  carry  hunters  and  their  equipment  as  before. 

The  hunting  of  game  from  the  air  is  forbidden  but  coyotes  and 
timber  wolves  still  may  be  shot  from  aircraft.  Firearms  and  trapping 
equipment  may  be  carried  in  aircraft  of  regular  commercial  air 
services  flying  scheduled  routes  but  a  special  permit  from  the  Fish 
and  Game  Commissioner  is  required  if  a  person  wishes  to  carry 
hunting  or  trapping  equipment  in  other  types  of  aircraft. 

Aircraft  cannot  be  used  for  locating,  spotting,  searching  for 
or  worrying  game  or  to  assist  any  other  person  to  destroy  or  capture 
game.  Airciaft  cannot  be  used  to  dibiiibule  bait  for  the  captuie  oi 
killing  of  big  game. 

Aircraft  carrying  hunters  are  forbidden  to  land  on  any  lake 
or  land  area  designated  as  a  Wildlife  Conservation  Area. 

The  regulations  provide  that  the  pilot  of  the  aircraft  shall  be 
held  equally  responsible  if  any  other  persons  break  the  regulations 
regarding  hunting  by  aircraft  but  cannot  be  ascertained  and 
charged.  In  addition,  the  regulations  make  it  an  offence  to  refuse 
a  request  by  a  game  officer  or  a  police  officer  to  search  aircraft 
or  its  passengers. 

Penalty  for  the  contravention  of  any  of  these  regulations  is  a 
maximum  of  $200  fine  or  three  months  in  jail.  • 


Experts  Exchange  Ideas 
At  Oil  Symposium 


of    the  con- 
oil  experts 
University  of 
to  discuss  Al- 


HIGHWAY  APPROPRIATION 

The  Department  of  Highways  was  provided  this  year  with 
$13,538,300  for  construction  and  improvement  of  main  highways 
throughout  the  Province.  This  was  an  increase  of  $1,808,300  over 
the  amount  provided  last  year.  An  appropriation  of  $1,500,000  was 
provided  for  construction  of  bridges  and  main  highways,  and  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $4,000,000  for  construction  of  the  Trans- 
Canada  Highway. 


More   than  120 
tinent's  leading 
gathered    at  the 
Alberta  Sept.  10 
berta's  oil  sands. 

The  conference  was  held  to 
enable  representatives  of  private 
oil  companies,  research  bodies 
and  government  institutions  to 
obtain  the  most  up-to-date  in- 
formation and  technical  opinions 
on  the  geology,  mining,  separa- 
tion, refining,  oil  pipeline  trans- 
portation and  marketing  as  these 
subjects  relate  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  bituminous  sands 
area.  The  area  has  a  potential 
yieia  of  trom  l Uu,uuu,UUU,UUU  to 
250,000,000,000  or  more  barrels 
of  oil. 

Technical  director  of  the  con- 
ference was  Mr.  S.  M.  Blair,  con- 
sultant petroleum  engineer. 

On  Sept.  14  and  15,  the  geolo- 
gists and  engineers  visited  the 
oil  sands  and  the  government's 
experimental  oil  separation  plant 
at  Bitumont,  to  see  at  close  hand 
the  deposits  of  oil  bearing  sand 
and  the  separation  plant. 

Whether  the  conference  will 
have  an  immediate  effect  on  the 
development  of  the  oil  sands  will 
not  be  known  for  some  time.  How- 
ever, the  conference  has  very 
probably  advanced  the  possibili- 
ties of  such  development  by 
years.  • 


(Albeita  Government  Phoiogiaphs) 

The  Crowsnest  Pass  district  oi  Alberta  is  known  throughout  Canada  for  its  rugged  scenery  and  its  huge  coal  deposits.  More  than  a  quarter  oi  Alberta's 
coal  supply  is  produced  here;  approximately  2,000,000  tons  oi  coal  are  mined  annually  in  the  nine  mines  or  stripped  in  the  live  strip  pits.  The  photogioph  at 
right  shows  the  town  oi  Blairmore,  key  centre  in  this  industriol  area.  At  centre  is  the  Grassy  Mountain  strip  mine  with  a  dragline  working  in  the  ioreground.  The 
photograph  at  left  shows  the  modern  town  of  Bellevue.  huddled  close  to  the  rock  rubble  of  the  Frank  Slide  which  buries  the  former  town  of  Frank.  On  April 
29,  1903,  more  than  70,000.000  tons  of  rock  crashed  down  from  Turtle  Mountain  on  the  sleeping  town  buiying  it  and  its  inhabitants  in  less  than  two  minutes. 
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A  total  of  33  candidates  from  all  parts  of  Alberta  are  enrolled  in  the  first  course  at  the  Provincial  Civil  Defence  School  at  Olds,  which  was  opened  Sept.  4 
by  Maj.  Gen.  F.  F.  Worthington,  Federal  Civil  Defence  Co-ordinator.  Nine  women  were  included  in  the  first  course  and  they  are  shown  in  the  left  photograph. 
They  are  (left  to  right,  back  row):  Miss  Sheila  Scott,  Calgary:  Miss  Molly  Coupland,  Lethbridge:  Mrs.  J.  McCurdy,  Empress;  Mrs.  M.  Redman,  representing  the 
!?iP:  of  Hardisty;  Mrs.  Floyd  Baker,  of  Edmonton,  representing  the  Municipality  of  Clover  Bar:  (front  row):  Miss  Myrtle  Christensen,  Stirling:  Mrs.  M.  E.  Byers, 
Irricona;  Mrs.  Thelma  Cross,  New  Dayton,  representative  of  the  Municipal  District  of  Warner:  and  Mrs.  H.  Lynch-Staunton,  Didsbury.  Floyd  Baker,  M.L.A.  for 
the  Clover  Bar  Constituency,  and  his  wife  were  so  interested  in  civil  defence  that  both  attended  the  school.  They  are  shown  dn  the  centre  photograph  with  Brig. 
I.  C.  Jefferson,  (centre)  Edmonton  Civil  Defence  Controller.  Prominent  civil  defence  officials  attending  the  school  opening  are  shown  in  the  other  photograph. 
They  are  (left  to  right):  Lt.-Col.  P.  f.  A.  Fleming,  Commandant  of  the  Civil  Defence  School;  Maj.  Gen.  Worthington;  Hon.  C.  E.  Gerhart,  Minister  in  charge  of 
Civil  Defence:  and  Air  Vice-Marshall  G.  R.  Howsam,  Alberta  Civil  Defence  Co-ordinator.  (Alberta  Government  Photographs) 


Creative  Writing  Among  Topics  Included 
In  Fall  Series  Of  School  Broadcasts 


An  experiment  in  teaching  creative  writing  by  means  of  radio 
broadcasts  will  be  tried  this  fall  by  the  School  Broadcasts  Branch 
of  the  Department  of  Education. 

Five  writers  will  participate  in  the  creative  writing  project 
which  will  be  broadcast  to  Grades  7  to  9  over  CKUA  from  11  to  11:15 
a.m.,  Nov.  9,  Nov.  16,  Nov.  23,  Nov.  30,  and  Dec.  7.  The  writers  are 
Miss  Kathleen  Salt,  Miss  Gwen  Pharis  Ringwood,  Miss  Catherine 
Philip,  Miss  Doris  J.  Berry,  Co-ordinator  of  School  Broadcasts,  and 
Miss  Hazel  Robinson,  Script  Editor. 

The  creative  writing  series  will  try  to  interest  students  in  writing 
and  encourage  them  to  express  themselves  intelligently.  After  the 
broadcast,  students  are  urged  to  write  a  story,  play,  poem  or  essay. 
Each  school  class  then  picks  a  representative  creative  effort  to  send 
to  the  School  Broadcasts  Branch  for  criticism. 

School  broadcasts  are  presented  at  1 1  a.m.  and  2  p.m.  daily 
by  the  Department  of  Education.  The  morning  programs  are  carried 
by  CKUA,  CFGP  and  CFCN,  the  afternoon  series  by  CKUA,  CBX, 
CJOC  and  CFGP.  Teachers  can  choose  which  programs  they  would 
like  their  classes  to  listen  to  from  a  broadcast  guide  which  has  been 
sent  to  all  schools. 

More  than  50  percent  of  elementary  and  junior  high  school 
pupils  listens  to  the  broadcasts.  The  School  Grants  Branch  of  the 
Department  of  Education  pays  331/3  percent  of  the  cost  of  radio 
equipment  purchased  by  school  boards  and  the  Department  of 
Transport  of  the  Government  of  Canada  assists  by  providing  free 
radio  licences. 


Monday  programs  are  the  current  events  series,  presented  in 
the  morning  for  Grades  7  to  12  and  beginning  Oct.  1,  over  CKUA 
and  CFCN  and  Oct.  15  over  CFGP.  This  program  provides  the 
children  with  background  on  world  and  national  news.  Parents  are 
given  information  on  the  school  broadcasts  from  2  to  2:05  p.m. 
Mondays  over  CKUA,  CBX,  CJOC  and  CFGP,  and  a  program  of 
children's  songs  from  2:05  to  2:30  p.m.  Oral  French  for  Grades  10 
to  12  will  be  presented  beginning  Oct.  1  over  CKUA  at  8:30  p.m. 
The  oral  French  program  will  be  directed  by  Maurice  Lavallee, 
French  Instructor  of  the  Correspondence  School  Branch  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education. 

Tuesday  programs  include  "Through  the  Magic  Door"  in  the 
mornings  and  "Exploring  the  Bookshelf"  in  the  afternoon.  The  latter 
program,  for  grades  7  to  9,  is  designed  to  interest  children  in 
literature.  Also  scheduled  for  Tuesday  afternoons  are  a  program  on 
citizenship  and  another  program  explaining  the  meaning  of 
Christmas. 

Wednesdays  children  may  listen  to  a  historical  series  in  the 
morning  and  a  creative  art  program  in  the  afternoon.  Another 
Wednesday  afternoon  program  is  used  to  cultivate  appreciation  of 
music.  Thursday  morning  programs  will  deal  with  speech  and  the 
afternoon  series  with  folk  songs  and  dancing. 

In  addition  to  the  creative  writing  broadcasts  Friday  mornings, 
pupils  may  choose  to  listen  to  a  program  dealing  with  developing 
initiative,  co-operation  with  others,  pride  in  one's  work,  and  other 
factors  contributing  to  a  well-rounded  personality.  • 


Two  Nzw  Breeds  Of  Rams 

Available  Through  Policy 

*  * 

Rams  of  two  additional  breeds  now  are  available  for  distribution 
under  the  Sheep  Improvement  policy  cf  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

The  two  new  breeds  of  rams  are  the  Romnelet  and  Columbia 
breeds.  The  Romnelet  is  the  result  of  mating  Romney  Marsh  rams 
with  Rambouillet  ewes.  This  breed,  developed  at  the  Dominion 
Range  Experimental  Station,  Manyberries,  has  not  yet  been 
registered  but  is  proving  especially  suitable  for  Alberta  range 
conditions. 

The  Columbia  breed  has  been  developed  by  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture  by  crossing  Lincoln  rams  with  Rambouillet  ewes. 
The  first  cross  was  made  more  than  50  years  ago.  The  Columbia 
is  slightly  larger  than  the  Romnelet  but  is  equally  suitable  under 
range  conditions.  The  Columbia  is  registered  in  the  United  States 
but  is  not  included  in  the  Canadian  National  Live  Stock  Records.  • 


Nine  Districts  In  Province  Provide  Training 
In  Coyote  Control  At  Special  Schools 

i  * 

Nine   districts    in   the   Province    have   conducted    schools  in 

Alberta's  coyote  control  program,  according  to  William  Lobay, 
Supervisor  of  Crop  Protection  Service. 

These  are  tha  Municipal  Districts  of  Ponoka,  Bonnyville,  Coch- 
rane, Wetaskiwin,  Bright,  Camrose,  Stony  Plain  and  Leduc,  and  local 
Improvement  District  No.  76  (Breton  area).  The  Municipal  Districts 
of  Pincher  Creek,  Kneehill,  Lac  Ste.  Anne  and  Red  Deer  also  have 
applied  for  the  establishment  of  the  program  in  their  districts. 

The  schools  familiarize  Pest  Control  Officers  with  cyanide 
"coyote-getters"  and  the  necessary  precautions  taken  when  setting 
up  a  gun.  These  include  the  posting  of  warning  signs  in  the  area 
and  notifying  neighbors  and  local  schools  of  the  danger.  The  "coyote- 
getters,"  cyanide  cartridges,  scents,  bait  and  other  materials  are 
supplied  free  of  cost  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to  organized 
districts  and  distributed  by  the  District  Agriculturists  and  Pest  Con- 
trol Officers.  Coyote  guns  set  out  properly  have  been  successful.  • 
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1951  Game  Regulations 


* 

The  hunting  seasons,  bag  limits  and  other  regulations  pertaining 
to  the  hunting  of  ducks,  upland  game  birds  and  big  game  in 
Alberta  have  been  announced  by  the  Game  Branch,  Department 
of  Lands  and  Forests. 

This  information  is  presented  so  hunters  will  have  a  handy 
reference  which  will  assist  them  in  lawful  hunting. 

The  three  districts  referred  to  in  the  regulations  covering 
migratory  birds  are  the  northern,  Edmonton,  and  southern  districts. 
The  northern  district  is  the  area  north  of  the  right  bank  of  the 
Athabasca  River  going  downstream  to  its  intersection  with  the 
north  boundary  of  township  72,  and  north  of  the  northern  boundary 
of  township  72  from  the  Athabasca  River  to  the  Saskatchewan 
boundary. 

Edmonton  district  is  that  part  of  Alberta  south  of  the  northern 
district  and  north  of  a  line  westerly  along  Highway  12,  from  a 
point  where  that  line  intersects  with  the  east  boundary  of  Alberta 
through  Coronation  and  Stettler,  to  the  intersection  with  Highway 
2;  then  south  along  Highway  2  to  Highway  11;  then  west  along 
Highway  11  to  Nordegg;  and  west  to  the  B.C.  boundary.  All 
Alberta  south  of  the  Edmonton  district  to  the  international  boundary 
is  in  the  southern  district. 

The  open  seasons  for  ducks,  geese,  rails  and  coots  is  Sept. 
8  to  Nov.  6  in  the  northern  zone;  Sept.  15  to  Nov.  13  in  the  central 
or  Edmonton  zone,  and  Sept.  22  to  Nov.  20  in  the  southern  zone. 
Wilson's  Snipe  can  be  shot  in  the  northern  zone,  Sept.  8  to  Oct.  8; 
in  the  central  zone,  Sept.  15  to  Oct.  15;  and  in  the  southern  zone, 
Sept.  22  to  Oct.  22.  The  season  is  closed  throughout  the  year  on 
swans,  cranes,  Ross's  geese,  all  shore  birds  except  Wilson's  snipe, 
and  all  migratory  non-game  and  insect-eating  birds. 

Migratory  Birds 


Type  Bag  Limit  Possession  Limit 

Ducks    8  per  day  16 

Geese    5  per  day  10 

Rails  and  Coots    10  per  day  20 

Wilson's  Snipe   8  per  day  16 


Rifles,  shotguns  that  contain  more  than  three  cartridges  in 
magazine  and  chamber  combined,  and  shotguns  loaded  with  single 
bullets  or  slugs  are  prohibited.  The  hours  of  shooting  migratory 
game  birds  are  between  one  half  hour  before  sunrise  and  a  half 
hour  after  sunset. 

Geese  cannot  be  shot  within  100  yards  of  the  edge  of  the  waters 
of  the  North  Saskatchewan,  Red  Deer,  Bow,  South  Saskatchewan, 
Oldman,  Smoky  and  Little  Smoky  Rivers.  Migratory  game  birds 
cannot  be  shot  within  a  half  mile  of  the  edge  of  Sullivan,  Beaverhill, 
Buffalo,  Ministik,  Whitford  and  Keniworth  Lakes. 

The  use  of  any  weapon  larger  than  a  10  gauge  is  prohibited 
as  is  the  use  of  such  duck-killers  as  swivel  guns,  machine  guns, 
batteries,  live  birds  used  for  decoys  and  night  lights.  Aircraft,  power 
boats  or  sail  boats  cannot  be  used  in  actual  hunting  and  shooting 


from  any  wheeled  or  motored  vehicle  or  an  animal-drawn  vehicle 
is  forbidden.  '  r.;-  vfoJ  so 

A  hunter  cannot  use  more  than  one  shotgun  at  any  one  time 
while  hunting.  He  cannot  hunt  migratory  game  birds  with  use  of 
baiting  or  within  a  half  mile  of  any  place  where  baiting  is  or  has 
been  taking  place  more  than  14  days  before  the  opening  of  the 
shooting  season. 

Open  season  for  sharp-tailed  grouse,  ruffed  grouse,  spruce 
partridge,  and  Hungarian  partridge  throughout  the  Province  except 
the  Eastern  Irrigation  District  is  Oct.  3-Nov.  12.  Ring-neck  cock 
pheasants  can  be  shot  north  of  highways  11  and  12  from  Oct.  3 
to  Nov.   12.  The  blue  grouse  season  throughout  Alberta  is  Sept. 

1-  Sept.  29. 

Bag  limits  north  of  highways  1 1  and  12  are:  Sharp-tailed  grouse, 
ruffed  grouse,  spruce  partridge,  and  Hungarian  partridge — 10  per 
day,  season  limit,  50.  Ring-neck  cock  pheasants — three  per  day, 
season,  18.  Blue  grouse — five  per  day,  season,  25. 

Bag  limits  south  of  these  highways  with  the  exception  of  the 
E.I.D.  are  a  bag  limit  of  three  and  a  season  limit  of  12  sharp-tailed 
grouse,  ruffed  grouse,  and  spruce  partridge;  five  per  day  and  a  season 
limit  of  25  Hungarian  partridge  and  five  per  day  and  a  season  limit 
of  25  blue  grouse. 

Big  game  bag  limits  are  one  male  mountain  sheep;  one  mountain 
goat,  male  or  female;  one  only  of  either  male  deer  or  male  elk; 
one  grizzly  bear  and  one  black,  brown  or  cinnamon  bear.  Cubs 
and  females  with  cubs  are  protected. 

The  sheep  and  goat  season  is  Sept.  1-Oct.  31.  Deer  and  elk 
may  be  shot  Nov.  1-Dec.  15  and  bear  Sept.  1-Dec.  15  and  April 

2-  June  2.  There  is  a  closed  season  on  moose  and  caribou  but  caribou 
may  be  taken  in  place  of  elk  on  a  special  license  in  the  Athabasca 
Forest. 

One  male  elk  or  one  male  deer  may  be  taken  between  Nov.  1 
and  Dec.  15  in  the  part  of  Alberta  lying  west  of  No.  2  Highway 
from  Carway  on  the  international  border  to  Edmonton,  and  north 
of  the  North  Saskatchewan  River  from  Edmonton  to  the  Alberta- 
Saskatchewan  boundary. 

The  special  Pincher  Creek  elk  area  has  been  abolished  and 
the  same  regulations  governing  the  taking  of  game  in  the  rest  of 
the  Province  are  in  effect  here. 

Non-resident  Canadian  big  game  hunters  pay  a  license  fee 
of  $50  this  year  instead  of  the  $100  fee  in  effect  last  year.  Non- 
Canadian  non-resident  hunters  pay  $100  license  fees.  Non-resident 
hunters  have  to  pay  a  $50  royalty  for  each  grizzly  bear  shot. 

Game  bird  licenses  for  non-Canadians  sell  at  $25  while  those 
for  Canadian  non-residents  sell  for  $5.  Residents  of  Manitoba  and 
Saskatchewan  who  hold  their  own  province's  game  bird  license 
may  hunt  in  Alberta  for  $2.50. 

Resident  Albertans  pay  $5  for  a  big  game  license  and  $2.50 
for  a  game  bird  license.  • 


Rotated  Pasture  Important 
To  Cropping  Scheme 

* 

The  most  important  pasture  for  the  dairy  farmer  is  the  cultivated 
or  rotated  pasture,  according  to  R.  P.  Dixon,  Supervisor  of  Dairy 
Cattle  Improvement  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

Mr.  Dixon  recommended  that  this  type  of  pasture  be  included 
in  the  cropping  scheme  of  all  farms.  From  two  to  two  and  a  half 
acres  of  pasture  per  cow  is  needed  in  highly  productive  areas 
with  good  soil  and  ample  rainfall.  In  areas  with  only  fair  soil 
and  rainfall,  as  much  as  four  acres  per  cow  may  be  required. 

Good  management  would  increase  the  life  and  yield  of  pasture 
land.  Grazing  should  be  postponed  in  the  spring  until  growth 
reached  at  least  five  or  six  inches.  Pastures  should  not  be  grazed 
too  close  or  grazed  continuously  during  the  growing  season. 

Rotated  pasture  is  a  system  whereby  the  pasture  is  divided 
into  four  or  more  fields  and  dry  cows  and  young  stock  follow 
the  milking  herd  from  field  to  field. 

The  use  of  barnyard  manure  will  increase  pasture  yields,  Mr. 
Dixon  said,  while  commercial  fertilizers  are  essential  for  maximum 
pasture  yields  on  grey  wooded  soils.  In  the  fall,  a  fair  amount 
of  growth  should  be  left  on  the  fields.  • 


Alberta's  Forests 

*  ♦ 

Alberta  contains  7,700  square  miles  of  merchantable  softwood 
trees  and  24,071  square  miles  of  softwoods  in  the  young  growth 
stage. 

There  are  9,360  square  miles  of  merchantable  mixed  wood 
and  31,430  square  miles  of  young  growth  of  this  type  of  wood. 
Hardwood  merchantable  area  is  3,620  square  miles  and  young 
growth  15,880  square  miles. 

Total  productive  forested  land  in  this  Province  is  93,06C 
square  miles  and  there  are  37,560  square  miles  of  unproductive 
forested  land. 

More  than  half  of  the  Province's  area  is  covered  with  trees. 
The  timbered  areas  are  in  the  mountains  and  foothills  of  the 
south  west  and  in  the  districts  north  of  Edmonton.  Principal  species 
of  tree  are  the  spruce,  lodge  pole,  pine,  poplar,  balsam  fir,  white 
birch  and  tamarack.  • 


[]ALBER.TAt] 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
of  the  Province  with  the  administration  and  services  of  the  Alberta 
Government. 

It  is  believed  She  many  and  varied  services  of  the  Government  will  be 
effective  in  the  degree  they  are  known  and  used. 

Any  material  used  is  for  immediate  republication. 

Correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  "Within  Our  Borders." 
Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 
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WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 


Alberta  Hail  Insurance  Board 


Complete  protection  against  hail  damage  for  a  down  payment 
as  low  as  $5  is  provided  Alberta  farmers  through  the  Alberta  Hail 
Insurance  Board,  which  writes  approximately  75  percent  of  the 
hail  insurance  in  the  Province. 

The  board  was  organized  as  a  co-operative  mutual  hail 
insurance  agency  in  1938  and  since  then  has  issued  158,879  policies 
and  insured  a  risk  of  $142,084,196.  Except  for  $25,000  borrowed  in 
1938  and  repaid  later  that  year,  the  board  has  been  financed 
entirely  on  the  premiums  received  from  policyholders. 

Co-operative  hail  insurance  is  an  arrangement 
whereby  farmers  join  together  to  pay  into  a  fund.  The  fund 
covers  the  loss  of  any  farmers  who  lose  their  crops  from 
hail.  Farmers  covered  under  the  Hail  Insurance  Board 
are  assured  that  although  hail  will  take  away  their  profits, 
the  board  will  reimburse  him  for  the  expenses  of  growing 
the  hail-damaged  crop. 

The  costs  of  full  coverage  against  hail  are  low — as  little  as 
the  sales  price  of  a  half-bushel  of  wheat.  Where  hail  is  most 
infrequent,  the  board  charges  a  rate  of  four  percent.  For  example, 
a  farmer  each  year  would  have  to  lay  aside  an  amount  equal  to 
25  years  of  annual  premiums  before  he  would  have  enough  to 
pay  for  one  year's  hail  loss.  The  average  rate  of  insurance  is  eight 
and  a  half  percent  but  rates  vary  with  each  year  from  four  to 
20  percent  for  full  cover  policies. 

Hail  Frequency  Determines  Hate 

The  rate  is  based  primarily  on  the  frequency  of  hail  in  the 
district  in  which  the  policyholder  lives.  The  board  has  also  taken 
Into  consideration  the  experience  of  itself  and  previous  boards  in 
writing  hail  insurance  in  townships  from  1919  on.  Townships  with 
approximately  the  same  experience  of  hail  losses  have  been  grouped 
into  classes  and  rates  set  for  these  classes. 

In  the  least  hazardous  area,  the  cost  for  maximum  hail  insurance 
under  the  board's  "Standard  Plan"  is  40  cents  per  acre,  or  72  cents 
per  acre  using  both  "Standard'  and  "Additional"  plans.  As  the 
hazard  of  hail  increases,  the  rate  increases  until  insurance  in  the 
most  hazardous  area  costs  $1.80  using  both  plans. 

No  Extra  Charge  for  Late  Coverage 

Under  the  board's  hail  insurance  policies,  standing  crops  are 
protected  as  late  as  Oct.  1,  without  extra  charge.  Even  after  the 
crop  has  been  cut  and  is  in  the  swath  or  stock,  protection  is  provided 
at  no  extra  cost.  The  crop  is  protected  from  hail  loss  from  the  time 
it  is  seeded  in  the  ground  in  the  spring  until  it  is  seed  in  the  bin 
in  the  fall. 

Because  the  board  is  organized  on  a  co-operative  basis,  its 
reserves  stand  to  the  credit  of  its  policyholders  and  surpluses  are 
shared  with  the  policyholders.  During  the  past  three  years  more 
than  30,000  policyholders  benefited  from  the  distribution  of  surplus. 
The  board's  reserve  and  surplus  totalled  $2,158,634  as  of  March 
31,  1951. 

Comparatively  moderate  hail  losses  during  the  period  of  the 
board's  existence  have  enabled  such  a  reserve  to  accumulate.  With 
yearly  risks  running  as  high  as  $18,700,000  even  this  large  reserve 
could  be  seriously  reduced  by  a  year  or  two  of  severe  hail  damage. 

Despite  the  ever-present  threat  of  heavy  hail  losses  reducing 
reserves,  the  Board  in  1945  began  distributing  a  small  part  of 


reserves  among  policyholders.  If  a  farmer  pays  his  premium  in  full 
at  the  time  of  applying  for  insurance  and  then  does  not  file  a  claim 
he  receives  a  Cash  Premium  Refund  of  5  percent  or  more.  Whether  he 
pays  his  premium  in  cash  or  takes  his  insurance  "on  time"  he  has,  in 
each  of  the  last  three  years,  received  a  dividend  on  operations,  which 
was  five  percent  in  1948  and  10  percent  in  1949  and  1950.  As  soon 
as  the  reserve  is  considered  adequate  to  take  care  of  all  contin- 
gencies and  no  further  contributions  to  it  are  required  these  dividends 
should  be  materially  increased. 

Since  1938,  the  Alberta  Hail  Insurance  Board  has  issued 
158,879  policies  for  a  total  risk  of  $142,084,196.  It  has  insured 
25,741,106  acres  at  an  average  risk  per  acre  of  $5.52.  Board  records 
show  that  one-half  of  the  farmers  of  the  Province  have  at  one  time 
or  another  taken  out  hail  insurance  with  the  board.  In  the  areas 
where  hail  insurance  rates  are  low,  only  six  percent  of  the  farmers 
have  taken  out  insurance  although  these  areas  contain  more  than 
half  of  the  Province's  farm  population.  In  areas  where  the  hail 
hazard  is  great,  22  percent  of  the  farmers  are  insured.  Approximately 
seven  percent  of  the  Province's  farmers  live  in  these  areas. 

Hail  Losses  Given  First  Consideration 

Each  dollar  paid  by  a  policyholder  is  used  first,  to  pay  the 
hail  losses  of  those  whose  crops  have  been  destroyed  or  damaged 
by  hail  and  secondly,  for  expenses  of  operation  with  the  balance 
going  as  a  contribution  to  the  Reserve  fund  which  stands  to  the 
credit  of  the  policyholders  as  security  for  the  payment  of  claims  in 
years  of  exceedingly  heavy  hail  loss.  Hail  losses  have  occurred 
on  3,107,652  acres  of  insured  lands  since  the  Board  began  operations 
and  these  hail  losses  together  with  the  reserves  set  up  for  the  benefit 
of  the  policyholders  account  for  83  cents  of  the  policyholder's  dollar. 
It  costs  four  cents  to  adjust  the  losses  with  seven  cents  being  used 
for  commissions  to  obtain  the  business  and  collect  the  premiums  and 
six  cents  going  for  office  and  general  expenses. 

Because  the  board  offers  a  non-profit  and  co-operative  insurance 
plan,  there  is  no  way  in  which  adjusters  can  profit  by  paying  less 
than  a  claimant  is  entitled  to.  Each  of  the  40  adjusters  is  instructed 
to  find  and  allow  all  damage  that  can  possibly  be  attributed  to  hail. 
The  adjusters  are  experienced  in  recognizing  all  phases  of  hail 
damage  to  crops  at  various  stages  of  growth  and  also  are  familiar 
with  damage  caused  by  wind,  drought  or  blight,  sawfly,  grass- 
hoppers and  plant  and  soil  diseases. 

All  Crops  Can  Be  Insured 

Whatever  crop  an  Alberta  farmer  grows  he  can  insure  it  with 
the  board  and  among  those  listed  are  wheat,  oats,  barley,  rye, 
flax,  speltz,  alfalfa,  beans,  cucumbers,  lettuce  and  spinach,  mustard, 
peas,  potatoes,  radishes,  rape,  sugar  beets  and  tomatoes. 

The  Alberta  Hail  Insurance  Board  has  500  agents  who  write 
hail  insurance  in  all  parts  of  the  Province.  Included  in  this  list  of 
agents  are  the  Provincial  Treasury  Branches,  which,  like  the  board 
itself,  come  under  the  direction  of  the  Provincial  Treasurer. 

The  board,  which  has  its  office  at  Calgary,  is  made  up  of  a 
chairman  and  four  other  members  appointed  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  in  Council.  I.  Glen  Elder  is  Chairman  and  Manager  of  the 
board  and  the  members  are  George  E.  Church,  Balzac;  P.  L.  Farnalls, 
Halkirk;  William  Hewlett,  Edmonton,  and  M.  H.  Pitcher,  Edmonton.  • 


Dam  Successfully  Diverts 


West  Prairie  Kiver 


The  first  part  of  the  Heart  River  Diversion  Project — a  long-term 
engineering  plan  by  the  Province  to  control  the  unruly  rivers  of  the 
High  Prairie  district — was  completed  recently  with  the  installation 
of  an  1,800-foot  long  dam  on  the  Heart  River,  four  miles  east  of  the 
eastern  tip  of  Lake  Winagami. 

The  dam  designed  to  divert  the  troublesome  backwash  of  the 
West  Prairie  River,  forces  the  Heart's  upstream  flood  water  through 
a  natural  creek  and  a  reservoir  into  a  diversion  canal  which  is  a 
mile  and  a  half  long.  The  river  waters  then  flow  through  Lake 
Winagami  into  a  two-mile  outlet  canal,  located  at  the  south  end  of 
the  lake  to  carry  the  diverted  water  into  a  creek.  The  water  then 
passes  four  miles  through  the  creek,  finally  returning  to  the  Heart 
River. 

The  success  of  the  dam  is  apparent  already.  The  level 
of  Lake  Winagami  is  four  feet  higher  than  it  was  on  August 
of  last  year  and  the  water  of  the  lake,  formerly  of  such  a 
high  salt  content  that  it  was  unfit  for  drinking,  has  become 
pleasant.  An  odor  of  corrupting  turnips  which  also  had  been 


associated  with  the  lake,  has  disappeared  and  fish,  which 
once  shunned  the  lake,  are  now  following  a  clear  path  from 
Lesser  Slave  Lake  to  Winagami. 

Winagami  now  has  provided  an  ample  feed  ground  for  ducks 
which  have  gathered  in  hundreds,  attracted  by  miles  of  shallow 
water  and  slough  grass.  The  duck  population  in  the  smaller  sloughs 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  lake  has  also  increased. 

Ducks  Unlimited  (Canada)  have  contributed  $20,000  to  the 
Heart  River  project  as  part  of  a  co-operative  program  with  the 
Province  of  Alberta. 

The  dam  has  water-power  possibilities  since  there  is  a  75-foot 
drop  between  the  level  of  the  Heart  River  and  Lake  Winagami.  The 
Town  of  McLennan,  once  in  a  bad  way  for  its  water  supply,  now 
can  easily  pipe  fresh  water  from  the  lake  and  already  town  folk 
are  speaking  of  building  an  attractive  summer  resort  around  the 
reservoir. 

During  the  1951  runoff  the  amount  of  water  held  back  by  the 
project  would  be  sufficient  to  flood  250,000  acres  to  a  depth  of 
one  foot. 

With  the  dam  completed,  Reg  Bailey,  the  engineer  of  the  Water 
Resources  Branch,  who  is  in  charge  of  the  entire  project,  is  turning 
his  attention  to  flood  control  of  the  West  Prairie  River. 

Nearly  every  spring,  approximately  72  square  miles  of  fine 
farmland  near  High  Prairie,  is  flooded  by  the  West  Prairie.  The 
problem  of  these  floods  has  been  under  investigation  since  1911 
but  no  complete  answer  has  yet  been  devised.  • 


